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hearing, vision, teeth, and organic functioning are detected.
Too often children have been accused of stupidity when the
real reason for their failure in school was defective vision
or hearing. The children made no complaint about their
difficulties because they thought the printing on the black-
board and in books was as indistinct to everyone else as it
was to them, or they imagined that other children, too, had
to guess what the teacher was saying. Such conditions are
inexcusable when the teacher can detect the more serious
defects and refer these cases to experts for a more thorough
examination.
More progress has been made in the detection of physical
defects than in their correction which should be the second
phase of the medical examination. The low percentage of
defects corrected in some situations is not always the fault
of the parents. It is due often to failure to transfer effec-
tively the information derived from the medical examination
to the persons responsible for making the correction or to
arouse society to provide adequate medical care for all.
In the course of the examination there may be inculcated
in the child, parent, and teacher a favorable attitude toward
medical and dental care, and all preventive measures. They
may obtain information concerning desirable health habits,
and medical facilities of the community, dangers of self-
medication, and a better understanding of individual health
needs.10
The information derived from the examination should
be put on a cumulative health record. In addition to the
usual technical items relating to the condition of heart,
lungs, nose and throat, teeth, vision, hearing, posture, nu-
trition, and thyroid; communicable diseases and other sig-
nificant ailments; immunization against diphtheria, typhoid,
1 smallpox, and similar ills; number and causes of absences;
the physician should write a brief descriptive paragraph or
two giving in nontechnical language his appraisal of the
10 George T. Palmer and Mayhew Derryberry, "Appraising the Educational
Content of a Health Service Program," American Journal of Public Health
and The Nation's Schools, XXVII (May, 1937), 476^80.